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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

The briefing from the Prime Minister yesterday has placed significant restrictions on our way of life and 

signalled that these changes could be in place for some time. The advice for vulnerable people and those over 

70 to socially distance themselves and for everyone to work from home where possible will inevitably have a 

huge impact. The current guidance about social distancing may be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-

people 

 

As a school we are trying to plan our response in a thoughtful way, communicating clearly with parents and 

staff and most importantly doing all we can to support our community at this difficult time. I would like to add 

that we have had no advance information or notification from the government about their plans and are still 

following the guidance from Public Health England (PHE): 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-

educational-settings-about-covid-19 This advises that schools should stay open where possible. However, the 

picture nationally is that schools are facing increasing pressures from staff and student absence. The number 

of schools that are closing or partially opening is rapidly on the rise. 

 

At our emergency meeting this morning it was clear that our school is facing an unprecedented challenge. At 

present, fourteen teaching staff at Whitecross have been advised to socially distance themselves and will be 

working from home from tomorrow. This number is only likely to increase. The impact of having so many staff 

working from home is that we cannot remain open for all year groups and I have taken the difficult decision to 

close for all students in Years 8 and 9 from Wednesday 18 March. This will allow us to prioritise students 

following GCSE courses, particularly Year 11, as well as support families by keeping our youngest cohort in 

school. 

 

Therefore: 

 

1. From Wednesday 18 March, Whitecross will only be open for students in Years 7, 10 and 11.  
All other students will need to remain at home. 

2. Students in Years 7, 10 and 11 should attend school as normal.  
3. We are endeavouring to provide timetabled lessons and in the case of Year 11, mock examinations  

and revision will continue. 
4. Students in Years 8 and 9 will be able to access lessons, learning resources and tasks via Show  

My Homework.  
5. If our decision places parents who work in the NHS or emergency services in an impossible situation 

with regard to child care, please contact Claire McDougall, my PA: 
cmcdougall@whitecross.hereford.sch.uk and we will try and do what we can to help. 

6. We are making contact with those families we know may not have access to laptops in order to  
ensure they can work from home. 

7. Students whose families are entitled to Free School Meals will receive Tesco vouchers provided by  
the school. 
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“Excellence for all ... excellence from all” 

 

 

I am profoundly sorry that we find ourselves in this position and wish that it was not the case. I will continue to 

update parents on a regular basis and as always I am sincerely grateful for your continuing support. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Knapp 

Headteacher 

 

 


